
SCHOOL PROSPECTUS

2018-2019



1 1

‘Pupils’ high aspirations are stimulated 
through the rich diet afforded 
by the breadth of curricular and 
extra-curricular opportunities planned 
and executed by the staff’ 
ISI 2017



W E LC O M E 
Sherfield is one of Hampshire’s best independent co-educational day and boarding 
all-through schools and it is a privilege to lead this outstanding place of learning. 

We are set splendidly in 76 acres of exquisite park and woodland surrounding a 
listed heritage building. Lessons take place in state-of-the-art classroom facilities 
and in our beautiful grounds. Sherfield’s lake and gardens provide wonderful 
opportunities for outdoor pursuits, al fresco theatre and music.

We educate children from Nursery through to the Sixth Form on one site, 
enabling staff to know and value every child. Talents are discovered, nurtured and 
celebrated - every individual can shine. Our diverse mix of pupils from the UK and 
overseas helps deepen cultural understanding, respect and tolerance.

All Sherfield pupils benefit from being part of the GEMS international family of 
schools. The global perspective helps pupils grow into innovative leaders and 
ethical global citizens, preparing them for careers across the world. 

We are an inclusive community, celebrating diversity with a wide range of abilities, 
talents and nationalities. What unites us is a commitment to the wellbeing and 
happiness of every child. 

We are extremely proud of our school. You and your children are always welcome 
to visit us. 

Nick Brain
Head Master
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W H Y  W E ’ R E 
D I F F E R E N T
From our foundation in 2004, Sherfield School has set out to offer parents and 
pupils something different. Whilst we offer a traditional, country day and boarding 
school education, we’re also part of something global. Sherfield is owned by GEMS 
Education, a family-run network of international schools across 14 countries 
with a unique 59-year heritage of delivering academic excellence. 

The values-driven international education is expressed through four core values 
which are woven into every academic and extra-curricular activity at GEMS 
schools. 

• Leading through innovation
• Pursuing excellence
• Growing by learning
• Global citizenship

With these values at our core, we encourage independent learning and empower 
students to embrace responsibility, celebrating diversity in a spirit of understanding 
and tolerance.
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ISI reports have praised the excellent provision for our Early Years (Nursery, 
Pre-Reception and Reception classes) and rated them ‘Outstanding’ in the last 
three ISI inspections. 

We place real emphasis on supporting and nurturing each and every child to 
develop their learning and physical and social skills in preparation for entry into 
school. The home-like setting provides a safe and secure environment for day-
to-day activities such as touch screen boards, music, mark-making, creative play, 
yoga and languages such as French and Spanish.
 
Children also get to explore the natural environment in the school grounds with a 
new play area, vegetable garden, play equipment, outdoor activities and the main 
school facilities for PE lessons. Annual performances in our Pre-Reception and 
Reception classes are the highlight of the year for many parents.

‘Staff ensure that 

children from 

the earliest age 

are equipped with 

excellent learning 

skills.’ 

ISI 2017 

‘Independently 

and confidently, 

children explore 

the wide range 

of  stimulating 

and interesting 

activities provided 

indoors and 

outside’ 

ISI 2017

N U R S E RY
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P R E - P R E P
Pre-Prep is vibrant and stimulating, enjoying a dedicated area of the school with 
separate gardens, play and outdoor learning areas as well as ICT facilities. Small 
class sizes allow for exciting and varied experiences, with outdoor learning in our 
beautiful grounds plus weekly specialist teaching in foreign languages, the arts, PE 
and music. Exciting trips are undertaken to support learning, including visiting the 
Isle of Wight. 

Strong partnerships with parents allow us to promote the highest standards 
of personal development and achievement, supported by optional afterschool 
activities.

‘I just wanted 

to take this 

opportunity to 

let you know 

how delighted 

I am with the 

care provided 

to my children. 

Our daughter is 

thriving beyond 

any expectations 

driven by an 

incredible team 

of  teachers who 

know exactly 

how to motivate 

and care for the 

children’.

Current Parent
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From Year 3, children work towards academic, artistic and sporting success in a 
progressively structured environment. Emerging talents and interests are fostered, 
with lessons increasingly taught by specialist teachers as children progress 
towards Senior Prep. A stimulating range of extra-curricular activities and sport is 
available via afterschool clubs.

During the Prep School years, we place great emphasis on personal development 
with the support of pastoral care and house systems in preparation for transition 
to Senior School. School Council, Head Boy, Head Girl and Prefect opportunities 
during Year 8 provide valuable team and leadership opportunities.

‘Our daughter is
enjoying life at
Sherfield and has
made plenty of  
new friends across 
the form and 
year groups. The 
Induction Process 
was very effective.
Communication 
via the staff is 
open and friendly 
and the weekly 
feedback e-mails 
from her tutor are 
very useful. Her 
buddy was, and 
still is, incredibly
supportive 
towards her and 
I think this has 
really helped her 
settle.’ 
Current Parent

P R E P  S C H O O L
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Whether moving up from our Prep School or joining in Year 9 from elsewhere, the 
principal aim is to develop all pupils to the best of their ability across the wide 
range of subjects on offer. Small class sizes allow teaching staff to get to know 
each pupil individually and to inspire and challenge them in equal measures as they 
start to make important subject choices for their future career paths in preparation 
for GCSE examinations. Pupils are encouraged to take 9-10 GCSE’s allowing them 
to obtain the best grades possible. 

S E N I O R  S C H O O L
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‘Pupils have 

excellent 

attitudes to study, 

demonstrating 

keen attention and 

the ability to work 

independently and 

collaboratively 

when provided 

the chance to 

do so. They are 

enthusiastic in 

their learning 

activities and take 

decisions readily 

and confidently. 

Pupils are well-

prepared to 

lead and take 

responsibility for 

their actions.’ 

ISI 2017



Sixth Form is an exciting time for pupils as they are able to select the subjects 
that they are most interested and enthused by. 

Enjoying a greater range of freedoms and responsibilities, pupils still benefit from 
the support that is provided by a school. Many of our Year 11 pupils stay on into 
the Sixth Form, although we also welcome applications from students from other 
schools who wish to join the Sixth Form, to take advantage of the facilities, 
environment and personalised teaching that Sherfield offers. A number of different 
curriculum pathways are offered in the Sixth Form, which ensures that students 
are studying courses which are suited to their individual aptitudes and abilities. 
 
Sherfield Sixth Form offers an excellent academic education within an environment 
where support and guidance for the individual is paramount. The Sixth Form Centre 
helps to prepare students for university life, with quiet study areas, common rooms 
in which to relax and socialise as well as kitchen facilities. Personalised careers 
advice and support with preparing university applications are embedded into the 
Sixth Form programme of study, with additional support offered to pupils who 
wish to apply for Oxbridge or medical courses at university. 
 

‘They are such 

an inspiring and 

positive group 

of  young people 

- a real credit to 

themselves and 

to how the Sixth 

Form Centre 

is run.’

Current Parent
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S I X T H  F O R M



O U T D O O R
L E A R N I N G
The school is set on a spacious 76-acre site comprising playing fields, ancient 
woodlands of scientific interest and a lake. Resident and visiting wildlife includes 
deer, pheasants, rabbits, kestrels, hawks, Red Kites, Canada Geese and owls. 
All children enjoy the opportunity to explore this exceptional environment via 
‘Outdoor Adventure Day’ with many activities on offer including pond dipping and 
camp building. 

We offer Forest School in the curriculum and lessons frequently take advantage 
of the grounds. Years 5 and 6 benefit from a four-night off-site residential trip 
each year. This includes outdoor adventure activities and studies linked to the 
curriculum. The Year 7 Camp in the school grounds includes camp craft, camp 
cooking, a night-time adventure trek, orienteering skills and builds towards the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.
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As a parent, you’ll know that technology is already an ever-present part of 
children’s lives. At Sherfield, we’ve created a cutting-edge tech environment that 
supports and complements their academic development. 

From our recording studios, technical after school clubs and iPad lessons, to the 
interactive screens in each classroom, we’ve created an environment that children 
are inspired by, can learn from and in which they can enjoy expressing themselves 
in a safe and secure way. It also encourages one of the key Core Values, ‘Leading 
Through Innovation’, where students enquire how to create and make technology 
rather than just consume it. 

At GCSE, students will be expected to study Biology, Chemistry and Physics which, 
again, is taught by subject specialists. They will have the option of taking the Triple 
Award which results in them achieving three Science GCSEs or the Double Award 
in which they achieve two Science GCSEs.

Whether or not your child chooses to follow a scientific career, all of our pupils 
leave Sherfield with a high level of technological and scientific literacy, together 
with enquiring, inquisitive and evidence-based skills.
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SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY



S P O RT S
Taking part in sport is a vital part of any education and participation at Sherfield 
is high. PE lessons start in Nursery and all pupils in the Prep School swim weekly 
throughout the school year. 

The school competes in regular team fixtures against other regional independent 
schools in Rugby, Football, Netball, Cricket, Rounders, Swimming, Tennis, Athletics 
and Cross Country. Pupils regularly compete at County, National and International 
level in a wide variety of sports including horse riding, tennis, athletics and ice 
skating. 

Our sports hall has recently been refurbished and a state of the art 3G MUGA 
installed. 

‘Pupils develop 

especially 

healthy lifestyles 

through the many 

opportunities 

available to 

participate in 

sports, team 

games and 

outdoor play.’ 

ISI 2017
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C R E AT I V E  A RT S
Pupils are exposed to a wide variety of media, processes and techniques and are 
given the opportunity to work on a large scale in our open plan art studio complex. 
Each term pupils work towards an exhibition which showcases the best work from 
across the year groups. Pupils can also attend a lunchtime club which gives them 
an opportunity to work on another skill such as sculpture, still life or portraiture 
which enriches their portfolio submissions.

We run inspirational art trips to develop pupils’ styles and also offer the 
opportunity to meet professional artists during our private views at Sherfield 
Gallery several times a term.

We have a well-appointed design technology lab used from the Prep School 
upwards, plus pottery studio, laser cutter and 3D printer.
 

22 23



Sherfield offers full, weekly and flexi boarding options within our purpose-built
boarding house, Archer’s Lodge. ‘Home from home’ rooms are available for 
boarders from Year 5 upwards, with internet access, study area, a comfortable bed 
or bunks, bedside cabinet/chest of drawers, a wardrobe and a spacious en-suite 
bathroom.
 
Generously-sized common rooms with living, dining and kitchen facilities are 
available on each floor with comfortable seating, digital TV’s, board games and 
books. The moment the sun is out, the terrace is well used with shaded tables and 
seating. In the evenings and at weekends, there is a varied and fun schedule of 
trips and activities organised so boarders can make the most of school facilities 
and the location - set in beautiful Hampshire countryside, close to London and the 
coast.
 
As weekly boarding becomes more popular, we are offering a ‘shuttle’ service 
from South London from September 2019 for weekly boarders to enjoy our 
beautiful countryside location during the week and the city at weekends - 
the best of both worlds! Please contact Admissions to find out more.
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B OA R D I N G



We actively encourage our pupils to go beyond to the classroom to enhance 
their learning at all levels throughout the school to support social interactions, 
gain confidence and independence, practice language skills and have fun. 

Whether it’s a nature walk in our grounds bug-hunting for Pre-Prep, a first stay 
away from home, trips to museums and galleries or travel further afield, 
there is a full programme of trips arranged as part of the curriculum throughout 
the school journey.

Recent trips have included: 
• The battlefields in France
• Annual school ski trip
• Geography field trips
• Natural History Museum
• Duke of Edinburgh hikes
• New Art Centre at Roche Court
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S C H O O L  T R I P S



E X T R A
C U R R I C U L A R
AC T I V I T I E S
Sherfield pupils don’t stop learning and having fun once the lessons stop. We have 
a wide range of enrichment activities available all year round, helping to further 
interests or learn new skills.

From the creative and performing arts to subject extensions and sports, our clubs 
and activities are designed to build our students’ aspirations, give them valuable, 
transferable skills and, most importantly, help them make new friends and have 
fun.

Here’s just a taste of some of the activities students can enjoy at Sherfield:

• Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
• Army Cadet Force
• Orchestra 
• Photography 
• Lego Club 
• Choir 
• Cross country running

• Maths Club 
• Swimming
• Dance
• Judo
• Gardening Club
• Forest School
• Fencing
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With our small class sizes and exceptional teaching, GCSE and A-Level results 
have improved year on year.

The school performs exceptionally well in STEAM subjects reflecting the schools 
focus on science and technology. 

Post A-Levels, pupils go on to study at an impressive range of universities and 
colleges including Oxbridge, Russell Group and international universities.

Senior school pupils are given career counselling from the outset and are 
introduced to a wealth of opportunities during their time in school to get a feel for 
the workplace. 
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P R E PA R I N G 
F O R  F U T U R E 
S U C C E S S



We think what we offer pupils and their families is something very special. It’s 
something that families have told us they only really understood once they visited 
us themselves. 

As well as having special Open Days each term when you can meet the Head 
Master, key staff and pupils and take a tour of the school, you are equally welcome 
to visit us at any other time. If you’d like to arrange a personal visit, please get in 
touch and we’ll be happy to arrange a bespoke tour at a time that suits you.

Once you have seen the school, we offer the opportunity for your child to try a 
Taster Day. Not only will they get to meet their potential teachers and class mates, 
they’ll also find out about the kind of lessons they’d have, try out our facilities for 
themselves and make friends. There’s no better way to find out what coming to 
Sherfield would be like and most children who come for a Taster Day go on to enrol 
at the school.

Sherfield School offers rolling admissions so pupils can join the school at any point 
during the school year. For more information about visiting the school and our 
Admissions process please contact our Admissions Team on +44 (0) 1256 884 800 
or admissions@sherfieldschool.co.uk.
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A D M I S S I O N S 
&  O P E N  DAY S



S C H O O L
S C H O L A R S H I P S
We want to make sure that gifted children have the chance to enjoy a Sherfield 
education, which is why we offer a scholarship programme for Years 7 and 9 and 
Sixth Form scholarships at Year 11. Scholarships offer a reduction in fees of 15%. 
At Sixth Form, scholarships are offered on combined GCSE scores and a loyalty 
discount based on time within the school. 

Whether it’s the arts, music, sports or academic subjects in which your child has 
a particular talent, we’d be delighted to nurture their potential and provide them 
with the ongoing support and training they need to flourish. Scholarship exams 
take place in each of the three school terms

Please check www.sherfieldschool.co.uk for more details and upcoming dates or 
contact our Admissions Team on +44 (0) 1256 884 800.
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‘Pupils are 

well cared for 

pastorally and 

their welfare 

provided 

scrupulous 

attention’ 

ISI 2017
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F O O D  & 
N U T R I T I O N
Napoleon believed ‘an army marches on its stomach’, which is why we put such an 
emphasis on high quality, delicious food to provide the energy that drives our pupils 
and staff.

Lunch every day includes a multi-choice salad bar, two hot, healthy main courses 
including a vegetarian option, bread and multiple dessert options. We celebrate 
special festivals such as Thanksgiving and St Patrick’s Day with themed meals and 
have regular tasting days where we celebrate a particular ingredient. Recent tasting 
days have included delicious beetroot brownies and blood orange cheesecake. We 
are nut-free and can cater to students with other allergies and food intolerances. 
 
We work with specialist contract catering company Holroyd Howe, a much awarded 
leading independent school caterer who make sure that all our food is sustainable 
and locally sourced.

P U P I L
W E L L B E I N G
Whilst we are obviously committed to ensuring our students succeed academically, 
we are just as concerned about making sure every child who comes here feels 
happy and confident on that academic journey.

Together, the team ensures that the moral, physical and learning development of 
each student is well supported. If you’d like to find out more about our approach 
to pastoral care, please get in touch and we will be happy to answer any questions 
you might have.

 



Moving to a new school (and sometimes a new country) can be a disruption for 
the whole family. Which is why we do everything we can to ensure parents are as 
much a part of the school community as our pupils.

Our friendly, active Parents Association welcomes new members and organises 
many events throughout the year for the school, parents and our wider local 
community. The Orangery hosts a Parent Café for socialising after school drop 
off or pick up in the evening. All of which means whether you are moving from the 
other side of the world or just down the road, you’ll have a ready-made community 
of parents and new friends to welcome you.
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PA R E N T
A S S O C I AT I O N

H I S TO RY  O F
T H E  S C H O O L
Buckfield, our most imposing building, is a grand Grade ll listed Victorian manor 
house with 12th century medieval origins. The current building was built in 1870 
and, when the house was extended in 1897, became known as Sherfield Manor. 
The entrance hall and surrounding rooms are impressive. The sweeping carved 
wooden staircase was created in situ by Italian craftsmen and the intricately 
moulded ceilings are rumoured to be from a Florentine palace. 

In 1908 the Liddell family moved into the manor. Their eldest son, Aidan Liddell, 
was a First World War hero and was awarded the Victoria Cross for his bravery. 
Sherfield Manor became a girls’ boarding school in 1947 and the current school 
opened in 2004.



W H E R E  W E  A R E
Sherfield School is conveniently located between Basingstoke and Reading, 
affording access to major rail networks, the M3, M4 and M25 motorways, Gatwick 
and Heathrow airports. 

For busy parents, we offer extended care from 7.30am to 6pm which includes 
breakfast and a light afternoon tea. We also offer a comprehensive minibus service 
which operates at staggered arrival and departure times picking up from Mortimer, 
Fleet, Basingstoke and Blackwater. Please contact us if you would like to discuss 
travel arrangements.
 
Sherfield School
Sherfield-on-Loddon
Hook
Hampshire
RG27 0HU
 
+44 (0) 1256 884 800
SherfieldSchool.co.uk
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