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Characteristics of a more-able pupil in Psychology 
 

 A natural curiosity in people and the factors that influence human behaviour, thoughts and 
emotions 

 A natural inclination to observe people in different situations and ask questions  

 An understanding of the similarities and differences between the main approaches used to explain 
human experience e.g. behavioural, cognitive, biological, psychodynamic and humanistic  

 An ability to explain human experiences from a range of different perspectives  

 An ability to generate valid explanations for phenomena, using psychological terminology   

 An ability to learn novel ideas readily: understanding models and theories with relative ease 

 An ability to relate novel ideas to familiar ones, including the ability to make connections between 
theories and observed phenomena 

 An ability to move ideas from the context in which they have been learnt to an unfamiliar context, 
e.g. linking theories learnt in the classroom to real life situations  

 Dissatisfaction with over-generalised explanations and inadequate detail 

 An ability to formulate hypotheses to investigate behaviour and draw conclusions from the 
evidence gathered   

 

Parents can support a more-able pupil in Psychology by encouraging them to: 

 

 Watch TV documentaries, particularly those exploring relationships or clinical disorders and 
discuss how the behaviour relates to theories they have learnt in their psychology lessons. There 
is a terrific range available on BBC iPlayer and E4 

 Explore psychology related lectures on the Gresham College website, which are delivered by 
leading academics https://www.gresham.ac.uk/search/?terms=psychology.  

 Sign up to a study a psychology related online course using the Future Learn platform. 
https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/psychology-and-mental-health-courses/psychology 

 Watch films that have a strong psychological focus and discuss how the behaviour discuss how the 
behaviour relates to theories they have learnt in their psychology lessons.  

 

 Good Will Hunting (1997) explores difficulties experienced in adult relationships as a result of 
childhood problems with attachment. BBFC Rating: 15 
 

 12 Angry Men (1957) explores prejudice, conformity, aggression, group interaction, leadership, 
persuasion, and other basic areas of social psychology. BBFC Rating: U 
 

https://www.gresham.ac.uk/search/?terms=psychology
https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/psychology-and-mental-health-courses/psychology


 Memento (2001) explores what life is like for someone who cannot remember for more than a 
few minutes or seconds at a time. It is fascinating in a cognitive sense, as well as moving and 
emotionally engaging (and exciting). BBFC Rating: 15 
 

 Regarding Henry (1991) explores the impact retrograde amnesia can have on individuals and 
their families, as well as speech and mobility recovery following brain trauma. BBFC Rating: 12 
 

 Reign Over Me (2007) explores some of the ways in which PTSD can impact the life of the 
affected individual as well as everyone in his or her life. BBFC Rating: 15 
 

 28 Days (2000) explores a range of addiction issues, as well as therapeutic interventions BBFC 
Rating: 15 
 

 A Beautiful Mind (2001) explores the experiences of a person living with schizophrenia, as well 
the difficulties of managing the disorder and the importance of social support. BBFC Rating: 12 
 

 One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (1975) explores the treatment of people living with mental 
health conditions in the 1960s, including the use of electroshock therapy.  BBFC Rating: 15 
 

 


