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Overview of Curriculum 

Aims and Objectives 
 
We provide full-time supervised education for pupils of compulsory school 
age (construed in accordance with section 8 of the Education Act 1996), which 
gives pupils experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technological, 
human and social, physical and aesthetic and creative education; 
 
We also provide subject matter appropriate for the ages and aptitudes of 
pupils, including those pupils with a Statement of Special Educational Needs; 
 
We ensure that pupils acquire speaking, listening, literacy and numeracy 
skills; 
 
Where a pupil has a Statement, we provide education which fulfils its 
requirements; 
 
Our personal, social and health education programme reflects the school’s 
aims and ethos; 
 
All pupils have the opportunity to learn and make progress and our academic 
and pastoral support ensures that pupils are adequately prepared for the 
opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. We provide 
appropriate careers guidance for pupils in the senior school. 
 
The curriculum at Sherfield consists of more than merely the delivery of a 
statutory range of subjects. It comprises all the learning experiences within 
the school and includes not only knowledge and skills but the attitudes, 
beliefs and values which underpin the relationships of the school community. 
 
As a caring community, we seek to promote the academic, personal, aesthetic, 
physical, social and spiritual development of each child. In essence, the 
curriculum constitutes everything which occurs within and impacts upon the 
school.  
 
Above all, our curriculum is pupil-centred, striving for academic excellence in 
public examinations within a balanced and diverse programme, while at the 
same time recognising and rewarding non-academic achievement in 
accordance with the aims of the school.  
 
The school thus offers a minimum of the full National Curriculum at Key 
Stages 1, 2 and 3 in accordance with statutory requirements and the 
Entitlement Framework at Key Stage 4 and post-16. We augment this 
provision at all stages of the school with a variety of additional learning 
opportunities and activities. 
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Early Years Foundation Stage 
 

For the EYFS, we provide a curriculum programme which is appropriate to 
the pupils’ educational needs. Practitioners working with the youngest 
children focus strongly on the three prime areas 

(Communication and Language, Physical Development and Personal, Social 
and Emotional Development) which are the basis for successful learning in 
the four other specific areas (Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World 
and Expressive Arts and Design) All areas are are implemented through 
planned and purposeful play through adult-led and child-initiated activities 
 

We also offer regular age-appropriate sessions and programmes as follows: 
 
Early Years World Languages (for all age groups across the setting) 
Jolly Phonics (as from pre-Reception age as an introduction to sounds, letters 
and early reading skills) 
Music and Movement (for all age groups across the setting to enhance 
cognitive and physical development and to increase listening skills) 
Write Dance programme (in the Butterflies Nursery class to develop fine 
motor skills through movement and dance) 
Writing skills (as from the 2 year old room in Nursery. To regularly develop 
children’s fine motor skills, pencil control through tracing, copying and mark 
making) 
PE lessons (as from pre-Reception age as an introduction to children being 
healthy, active and developing their co-ordination) 
Library (regular Library visits for the children to enjoy a story from the 
librarian. Pre-Reception and Reception children get to choose a book of their 
choice to take home to read) 
 

 
 

Key Stage 1 
Sherfield offers: 
 
Literacy 
Numeracy 
Science 
ICT 
Design and Technology 
History, Geography, 
Physical Education, Art and Design, Music  
World Languages: French, Spanish 
Religious Education 
PSHE 
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Key Stage 2 
 
Sherfield offers:  
 
English 
Mathematics 
Science 
Computing and ICT 
Technology and Design 
History, Geography, Cookery 
Physical Education, Art and Design, Music, Drama, 
Outdoor education (Forest School) 
World Languages: French, Spanish, ( Latin in years 6-8) 
Religious Education 
PSHE 

 
 
 

Key Stage 3 
 
Sherfield offers:  
 
English Language and Literature 
Mathematics 
Science 
Computing and ICT 
Technology and Design 
History, Geography, Food and Nutrition 
Physical Education, Art and Design, Music, Drama 
World Languages: French, Spanish, Latin 
Religious Education 
Learning for Life and Work, including Citizenship, Careers and Personal and 
Social Education 
 
 
It will deliver, through these subjects, cross-phase strands including thinking 
skills, personal capabilities and assessment for learning. In addition, 
departments collaborate on cross-curricular project work.  
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Key Stage 4 
 
Pupils will complete a range of GCSE courses in accordance with their 
abilities and interests. Most pupils take 9 subjects (cross reference GCSE 
Options Booklet). 
 
The 2016-17 options booklet gives details of the curriculum on offer at 
Sherfield for Years 10 and 11. We advise pupils to talk to their teachers, tutors 
and to discuss with their parents the range of subjects they have chosen.   
 
We expect all pupils to have made their choices by the end of the Spring term.  
 

In addition to the GCSE subjects, we also offer a variety of other courses, 
including: Art; Design Technology in its various forms; cooking; textiles; ICT; 
Psychology; German and Italian.  
 
There is also a wide performing arts programme, including theatre tech, set 
design, music performance and music tech. Sports science is offered alongside 
other clubs and societies such as debating.   
 
Where possible, academic support will be provided within the timetabled 
periods, allowing pupils to access the lunchtime and after-school 
programmes. In certain circumstances, it might be possible to take a GCSE out 
of block for some subjects if there is a compelling case. 
 
 
The websites of the exam boards we are using are:  
 
www.aqa.org.uk 
 
www.edexcel.org.uk 
 
www.cie.org.uk 
 
www.wjec.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.edexcel.org.uk/
http://www.cie.org.uk/
http://www.wjec.org.uk/
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GCSE Option Information 
 
We have decided that every pupil at Sherfield should share a ‘core 
experience’.   To this end, all pupils will study the following subjects:  
 

 English Language and Literature (outcome = 2 GCSEs for the majority 
of pupils; 1 GCSE for some pupils).  

 
 The pathway will be determined by the English department based 

upon performance throughout year 9 and end of term/year exams. 

 

 Mathematics (outcome= 1 GCSE).  
 

 The tier (Higher or Foundation) will be determined by the Maths 
department based upon performance throughout year 9 and end of 
term/year exams. 

 

 Science (outcome = 3 separate science GCSEs for the triple award, 2 for 
the dual award, 2 for the Additional Applied course).  
 

 Pathways are decided by the Science Department based on 
performance throughout year 9 and end of term exams.  

 If you would like to discuss which Science pathway would be best for 
you, your teacher will be happy to talk this through with you. 

 

 PCHE (not examined) 
 
Thereafter, pupils will choose one subject from Blocks 1, 2 and 3. Where 
pupils choose not to take a GCSE Language from the block, there is an 
expectation that pupils will continue their studies of a language in a 
lunchtime or after-school capacity.  
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GCSE Option Blocks 
 
 

 
Option 1 

 

 
Option 2  

 
Option 3 

 
FRENCH 

 

 
HISTORY 

 

 
PSYCHOLOGY 

 
ECONOMICS 

 

 
GEOGRAPHY 

 

 
GCSE PE 

 
DRAMA 

 

 
MUSIC 

 

 
SPANISH 

 
GEOGRAPHY 

 

 
FRENCH 

 

 
HISTORY 

 
ART 

 

 
DT 

 

 
COMPUTING 

 
 

Number of 

lessons 

 

Year 10=4 

Year 11=5 

 

 

Year 10=5 

Year 11=4 

 

Year 10=5 

Year 11=4 
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The Sixth Form  

 

The 2016 curriculum offers, on–site, A-Level courses in the following subjects: 
Art and Design, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Computing, Design 
and Technology, Economics, English Language and Literature, French, 
Further Mathematics, Geography, History, Mathematics, Music, Photography 
Physics, Psychology and Spanish.  
 
All pupils are provided with careers guidance regarding the suitability of 
applied and general courses for university entrance.  
 
Enrichment courses are also provided by way of our extra-curricular 
provision and pupils are encouraged to participate in initiatives such as the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme in order to develop a holistic approach to 
their learning.  A Sixth Form Enrichment programme offers opportunities to 
prepare for university life, work experience, community outreach activities, 
first aid as well as interview and personal effectiveness training.  
 
Links have been established with a variety of partnership organisations which 
also enhance the learning of sixth form pupils. Representatives from the 
various companies come into school to speak to the Senior School pupils. This 
allows pupils to maximise their UCAS applications.  
 
Teaching strategies vary to include differentiated teaching and learning 
methods, setting achievable goals and realistic targets to ensure that pupils 
may achieve their highest potential and develop a positive self-image. 
 
Each subject area has agreed departmental policies and planning documents 
to ensure continuity in learning and avoidance of overlap and repetition. 
These are reviewed annually so that continuous improvement may be 
effected in teaching and learning strategies.  
 
Pupils are encouraged to become actively involved in their own learning and 
to become independent learners through the concentration on formative 
assessment procedures providing positive feedback on homework and 
coursework. Assessment of work thus strives to respect the dignity and value 
of each individual, encouraging a growing independence so that each might 
express his/her own individual needs, identify targets which meet these 
needs and so make informed choices and decisions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Curriculum Policy, last modified 21.10.16 (TP/OW) 

 
10 

 

Inclusion, SEN and Stretching the More Able   
 

The staff and pupils of Sherfield foster mutual understanding at all times in 
the practice of tolerance, respect for and understanding of other cultures, 
religious denominations and nationalities. The Pastoral Programme seeks to 
involve pupils in a sense of shared community.  
 
The schemes of work in each subject are designed to ensure equal access to a 
broad and balanced curriculum for students of both sexes and all abilities.   
(see also Learning Support Policy) 

 
Achievements and Organisation of Pupils  

 
Each year group will contain registration sets of approximately 10- 12 pupils, with 
the sexes mixed according to the ratio of entrants in that year. These are unstreamed 
groups and form the teaching sets for many subjects: pupils are allocated to sets in 
some subjects according to their abilities and experiences 
 
Sixth Form students are encouraged to take an active leadership role in organising 
and motivating pupils in after school clubs and in assisting other students as peer 
tutors or homework club mentors.  
 
An elected Student Council represents the views and opinions of pupils to the 
Leadership Team.  
 

Achievements in each subject are carefully audited to allow for changes in 
teaching strategies or subject content so that teachers may ensure equality of 
opportunity.  
 
Early detection of underachievement leads to positive interventions of 
remediation, extension and enhancement programmes. 
 
The school believes that the highest standards of academic excellence for all 
its pupils derive from a caring environment. Sherfield is committed to 
meeting the needs of pupils who have specific learning difficulties. A 
Learning Support team oversees pupils with identified learning difficulties.  
 
Intervention for specific learning needs is provided and IEPs are distributed 
to teachers by the Learning Support Team. Pupils’ special educational needs 
are also facilitated during internal examinations by various access 
arrangements. 
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The school aims and vision are integral to the delivery of such aspects of the 
curriculum and reflected in the quality of the relationships that exist within 
the school and the home-school links. Many opportunities are afforded to 
parents to participate in the education of their children, through aspects of the 
pastoral care programme and the network of communications between 
parents and school.   Sherfield welcomes the participation of parents at every 
stage of their child’s education. Several formal channels of communication 
exist to promote good relationships between parents and teachers. Parents are 
kept informed of their child’s progress via a weekly email, the student’s 
planner and written reports each year. Parents are invited to attend parents’ 
consultation evenings to discuss the child’s progress and the school extends 
an open invitation to meet with the Form Tutor, Head of Key Stage and Head 
Master to discuss any matters relating to progress or welfare in the school. 
Parents are encouraged to monitor homework, become actively involved in 
the choice of subjects for their son/daughter and play an active part in the 
children’s learning.   

 
 

Spiritual and Moral Education and Pastoral Care 
 

The pastoral care at Sherfield is comprehensive and dedicated to the social 
and personal development of the child. As such, it permeates every aspect of 
school life so that all members of the school community feel valued and 
sustained as they grow together through their experiences and relationships.  
Such relationships are at the core of the pastoral programme in the school. 
They are delivered through close contact between the child and his/her Form 
Tutor who meet every day in registration periods.  
 
Opportunities for shared activity and thoughtfulness are provided each morning at 

registration and in regular assemblies. The ethos of the school encourages 
openness and honesty, promotes genuine dialogue between culture and faith 
and challenges pupils to come to their own conclusions and draw their own 
views about the world around them.  
 
The Class Teacher/Tutor seeks to identify and respond to the needs of each 
individual and to enable them to become fully committed to the development 
of a sense of community. At the same time, the school reaches out to the 
wider community and Sherfield seeks to inspire in its students a compassion 
and concern for the disadvantaged, the marginalised and those in need in 
society at large.  
 
Taught periods are provided in PCHE (Personal, Citizenship, Health and 
Economic) lessons for all pupils, each week. Our schemes of work are 
constantly updated to provide a relevant, current, structured programme of 
work. It covers issues and topics such as: Staying Safe, Careers, Employability 
Skills, Systems of Government, Criminal Justice System, Relationships 
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Education, Sex Education, Emotional Health and Wellbeing, Financial 
Capability, Change and Transition, Preparation for Exams, Substance Misuse. 
Schemes of work are progressive and the topics build and develop as the 
pupils move up the school, they also form the core delivery point of SMSC 
and FBV. 
(see PCHE and Pastoral Care Policies) 
 

Careers Education and Guidance  
 
Sherfield has a Careers Education, Information and Guidance programme 
involving taught lessons, internal and external guidance and enrichment and 
the opportunity to take part in work experience in Year 11. 
 
Pupils begin work on their pathways and careers plan as early as Key Stage 3.  
 
At Sixth Form, while Careers Education and Personal Development are 
offered as separate courses for all students, many topics – such as Interview 
Skills - are dealt with in one-day courses or sessions using external experts 
and practitioners.  
Tutors meet regularly to review the programme of work, discuss individual 
pupil progress and plan ahead for new initiatives.  
 
(see Careers Policy) 
 
  
 

Teaching and Learning 
 

Teaching methods vary according to purpose in specific lessons and subjects but 
include, in all subjects, whole-class, group, paired and individual work. The teacher 
seeks to encourage pupils to take responsibility for organising their own learning, 
whilst at the same time identifying areas of weakness which require additional help 
and providing such help when necessary.  
 
Emphasis is placed on teamwork and group achievement, encouraging the brighter 
pupil to help others and to learn more effectively in the process. The quality of 
relationships in the classroom is thus regarded as vital in assisting the academic 
achievement of the pupils, and the teacher, by precept and example, will encourage 
an atmosphere of mutual respect among pupils and build a friendly but formal 
professional relationship with the children. The contribution of students to the 
pastoral dimension and ethos of the school is recognised and rewarded in the annual 
Speech Day Prizegiving. 
  
All subjects contribute a policy document, departmental action plan and schemes of 
work for scrutiny by the school management. These, together with teachers’ mark 
book, ensure continuity in learning. 
 
(see Teaching and Learning Policy and Staff Handbook) 
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Assessment  
 
Every new pupil at Sherfield is assessed on entry to the school to provide a baseline 
from which to gauge targets for progress in the subjects encountered in the 
curriculum at Key Stages 1, 2 and 3. INCAS, PIPS, MidYs, Yellis and Alis Ability 
Tests in are used to identify targets for achievement at all key stages and GCSE level. 
In addition, each subject policy document identifies realistic but demanding targets 
to be achieved at Key Stage 4 and post-16.  
 
The class teacher re-examines pupils’ progress in the light of the results attained in 
end of topic assessments. Sherfield has a comprehensive target setting programme 
for both subject teachers and pupils. Each department identifies targets for 
achievement based which are reviewed in the course of the year by departmental 
meetings based on internal and external examination performance by pupils.  
Target-setting based on common assessment tasks at Key Stages 1, 2, 3 & 4 help, 
through continuous pupil tracking procedures within all departments, to identify 
and provide for pupils deemed to be underachieving and allow for stretch and 
challenge activities for the gifted and talented.  Sherfield regards the formative 
process of assessment as an essential part of teaching and learning and teachers 
contribute to the revision of schemes of work in light of the practice and results. Each 
teacher seeks to provide positive feedback to pupils and parents on individual 
students’ progress, identifying his/her strengths and weaknesses and acting 
accordingly. Assessment thus takes on a diagnostic role and allows teachers to 
identify and provide strategies for remedial action and to communicate these to 
parents.  
 
Assessments are undertaken regularly for all years and children sit end of year 
exams. Data is sent to parents half termly. Each subject’s scheme of work illustrates 
the nature of the assessment techniques used and the attainment targets to be 
achieved.  
 
Pupil tracking procedures are in place for all students at Key Stages 1, 2,  3 and 4 to 
monitor progress and identify those students requiring additional support within 
each subject area. The Leadership Team reviews End of Key stage, GCSE and A level 
results to monitor and evaluate progress. The results are used to set targets for the 
next year.  
 
 
Separate Assessment and Teaching and Learning Policies provide more detailed 
statements in these areas.  

 
(see Assessment Policy and Teaching and Learning Policy) 
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Extra-Curricular Activities 
 
 
 

Sherfield aims to provide for its students physical, social and personal 
development through the provision of a wide range of activities, both time-
tabled and extra-curricular. The academic curriculum of the school is, 
therefore, enriched by a varied programme of sports and activities designed 
to allow pupils to pursue and develop individual interests as well as to 
inculcate a sense of community and team work.  
 
Physical Education is a compulsory element of the curriculum in Key Stages1, 
2, 3 and 4 and lunchtime and an after-school Activities Programme is 
timetabled each week to allow the pupils to participate in: Aerobics, Cooking, 
Creative writing, Horse-riding, Football, Basketball, Dance, Netball, Drama, 
Choir, Jazz Band, Guitar Club, Fitness, Art, Photography, Golf, School 
Magazine, Language Clubs, Debating Rugby, Tennis, Debating, Mathematics 
and Science Clubs and Computers and Homework Clubs.  
 
The range of activities will vary from term to term but pupils are offered a 
wide choice of activities each day.  
 
 
 
 

 


