
 
 
 

Music 
MAT Subject Identification Criteria  

 
Characteristics of a more-able pupil in Music   
 

 Focus and attachment to a particular instrument 

 Captivated by sound and engage fully with music 

 Physical response to music (even involuntary) 

 Strong facility for memorising music 

 Able to repeat more complex rhythmical and melodic phrases given by the teacher and repeat 
melodies (sometimes after only one hearing) 

 Have a natural sense of phrasing when playing an instrument or singing 

 Able to communicate through music; to sing or perform with natural expression and confidence 

 Show strong preferences and a sustained inner drive to make music 

 Strong practice ethic and perseverance; commitment to achieving excellence 
 
 

Parents can support a more-able Senior pupil in Music by encouraging them to: 
 

 Join Band Lab (online) for free and create a composition or arrangement of choice  

 Improve dictation by listening to an unfamiliar piece of music at home (online, radio, television) 
and writing down their interpretation of the melody on manuscript paper, or using Flat software 

 Find a music book or sample score (online) for their main instrument and attempting to sight read 
their way through playing the piece(s). Compare to a recording of the original later. 

 Perform a mini recital to family and friends at home, preparing programme notes and welcoming 
a discussion about the pieces you play 

 Use www.teoria.com to practise melodic and rhythmic dictation exercises, as well as intervals 

 Analyse a completely unfamiliar piece of music using the DR SMITH method and check working 
against any available sources 

 Learn a Grade 1 piece on a new instrument over the course of a term 
 
Parents can support a more-able Senior-Prep pupil in Music by encouraging them to: 
 

 Join Band Lab (online) for free and create a composition or arrangement of choice  

 Perform a new piece to friends or family at home and discuss the music together afterwards 

 Use www.teoria.com  to practise recognising different pitch and rhythm aurally (by ear) 

 Play one octave of notes or a very simple piece on a new instrument over the course of a term 

 Go to a concert, show or gig and write a review of the performance using as much musical 
terminology as possible 
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