
Exciting Times….. 
As some of you may be aware, on the 5th November I took on the role as 
Chair of the Friends of Sherfield. I would like to echo the comments made 
by Nick Brain in his November Headmaster’s Note by recognising and 
thanking Rachel Hanvey-Meyer for all her hard work during the 4 years that 
she served as Chair.  

We are now very busy developing some very exciting plans for 2020, but 
more about that later…. 

Fireworks Night…. 
Our first task was to support the annual school Firework Display on the 8th 
November. This is a joint event hosted by the School and FOS. The team 
worked very hard to ensure that we were able to facilitate an exciting and 
engaging evening for everyone including parents, children and members of 
the public. The feedback we received on the evening and since the event has 
been very positive. The event had a record attendance. The fireworks were 
absolutely amazing,  and the bar, mulled wine, teas and coffees, candy floss 
and children’s light up toys all proved very 
popular. 

Whilst the income from ticket sales and hot 
food on the evening goes to the School to 
cover the cost of the fireworks, FOS raised over 
£1,000 profit on the night, so thank you to all 
who came along and supported both FOS and 
the School. 
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Christmas Market….  

No sooner had the fireworks finished, the FOS team, staff and parent 
volunteers were busily working on transforming the School with wonderful 
festive decorations, as well as getting Santa’s Grotto ready for that all 

important visitor during the Christmas 
Market.  

Thanks to the amazing hard work of the 
Committee, Parents, Teachers and of 
course Pupils, the Christmas Market was 
a huge success. Santa in our amazing 
Grotto saw over 100 very happy children, 
we served over 200 teas and coffees, sold 
1,018 raffle tickets, and had some 700 
people attend the day. The Bottle 
Tombola, with over 350 bottles, was a 
great success. So thank you to all the 
parents who donated bottles. The House 
Stalls did an amazing job too. 
 

The festive feeling 
has well and truly arrived at 
Sherfield School. Whilst we are 
currently working on the detailed 
numbers, I am delighted to be able 
to tell you that we will have raised 
around £4,000 in profit which is a 
record amount. Thank you to 
everyone involved and to all those 
who attended the day. We will also 
be writing to all the stall holders to 
thank them, many of whom are already looking to book for 2020. 
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Bag 2 School and Second Hand 
Uniform Shop…. 
We ran a “Bag 2 School” second hand clothing 
collection recently which, given the wonderful amount 
of clothes that were donated, meant we received a 
cheque for £173 later that day. Once again thank you all 
for taking the time to bag up those clothes. 

The second hand uniform shop continues to go from 
strength to strength. I am pleased to able to report that this term we will have raised 
around  £2.000 in profit and paid out over £1,600 to parents. 

Turning to 2020, as I mentioned, we are working on some very exciting and 
new plans for the year as well as 
developing our aims and mission 
statement going forward. We plan to 
publish this in January once we have 
collated all the feedback. 

New website…. 
So that we can become much more accessible, and also as not everyone uses 
Facebook, we have started the process of 
building a new dedicated FOS website which 
can be found at www.friendsofsherfield.org 
Whilst the structure and content are being 
considered, I would really welcome your 
feedback and input into both the sort of 
content you would like to see, as well as your 
ideas about how the funds raised by FOS might be used, and of course any 
ideas you might have about events or activities that FOS could be doing. 

To help facilitate this the website has the option to leave feedback without 
the need to enter your name and email details. 
This makes the process very quick - it will 
probably take you only 30 seconds, and it also 
means it is totally confidential, so please be as 
open and honest as you like. 
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Summer Ball…. 
I am pleased to confirm that as a result of popular demand, amongst many 
other events, we will be running a Summer Ball next year. Whilst we are 
currently working on the details, the 
date has been confirmed as the 27th 
June 2020 so put it in your diary.  
As it will no doubt be very popular 
we hope to be in a position to 
release ticket sales and more details 
in January. However in the 
meantime if you would like to put 
your name on the list for tickets 
drop me an email at 
chair@friendsofsherfield.org  

The Committee see Friends of Sherfield as an integral part of the School 
Community, and as such we are all really excited about the coming year. We 
are very much looking forward to developing further the all important links 
between Parents the School, and the local Community. 

Finally, I would like to thank the FOS committee members, parents and 
staff who give up their valuable time to help support what we do.  As 
parents you are very welcome to join us at our committee meetings. We will 
be publishing the dates for 2020, however, the next meeting is scheduled for 
the 14th January 6:30pm at the school. Please do come along. 

On behalf of the FOS committee, I would like to thank you for your 
continued support and I hope to see you at the Carol Concert on Friday 
13th December. 

Carl Thomas 
Chair - Friends of Sherfield. 
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