
 
 
 

English 
MAT Subject Identification Criteria  

 
 
Characteristics of a more-able pupil in English 
 

 Reads widely, fluently and independently 

 Reads with meaning, drawing on inference and deduction; can “read between the lines” 

 Sensitive to the nuance of language 

 Able to use language precisely, with technical accuracy 

 Delight in the meaning of words  

 Uses extended vocabulary 

 Shows pleasure and involvement in experimenting with language and manipulating language to 
effect 

 Awareness of the special features of language, such as rhyme 

 Writes or talks in imaginative, lucid and cogent ways, showing flair and creativity 

 Able to express ideas succinctly and elegantly 

 Grasps the essence of particular styles and adapt them to their own purposes 

 Able to display a sophisticated sense and appreciation of irony and ‘quirky’ humour 

 Contributes with incisive, critical responses and able to analyse own work 

 Produces written work that is substantial and the product of sustained, well directed effort 

 Elaborates on content that is exceptional for their age 

 Engages seriously and creatively with moral and social themes expressed in literature 

 Justifies opinions convincingly and challenge others’ points of view 

 Strong communicative skills; articulate and confident speakers 

 Very good listening skills 
 
 
Parents can support a more-able pupil in English by encouraging them to: 
 

 Senior pupils are encouraged to read as many of the classics as possible.  
Best (Classic) Books for Teens (141 books) (goodreads.com) 
(www.goodreads.com/list/show/2225.Best_Classic_Books_For_Teens) 

 Ideas for books for Senior Prep pupils to read can be found at 
 100 Best Books 9-11 | BookTrust (www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-books-9-11/) 

 100 Best 12-14 | BookTrust (www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-books-12-14/) 

 Create a YouTube channel to upload videos of novels they have reviewed 

 Visit Shakespeare’s Birthplace or attend a production at the Globe 

 Write a novel for National Novel Writing Month, affectionately known by participants as 
NaNoWriMo (NaNoWriMo’s Young Writers Program- www.ywp.nanowrimo.org) 
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