
 
 
 

Classical Civilisation  
MAT Subject Identification Criteria  

 
 
Characteristics of a more-able pupil in Classical Civilisation 
 

 Ability to communicate effectively in different forms. 

 Ability to use subject-specific vocabulary with accuracy and confidence. 

 Ability to analyse and evaluate the historical and cultural development of Greek and Roman 
civilizations, including literature, art, archaeology and ideas. 

 Ability to engage with sources outside of this prescribed sources set out by the exam board and 
apply these to develop independent arguments and thoughts on the key areas of study. 

 Ability to demonstrate familiarity and confidence with key texts, ideas, and physical remains 
(temples, architecture, jewellery, pottery) of Greek and Roman antiquity 

 Ability to apply scholarly and theoretical perspectives to develop independent thinking about the 
study of Greek and Roman literature, and culture. 

 
 
Parents can support a more-able pupil in Classical Civilisation by encouraging them to: 
 

 Describe the key points of the prescribed sources to you and then ask them to explain why they 
feel these sources are important. 

 Discuss moral questions relating to the periods and places of study.  E.g. both Greece and Rome 
tolerated and encouraged slavery at different points, women had an inferior status, warfare was 
an accepted part of everyday life.  Given all of that, is it right to ‘celebrate’ these 
civilisations?  How ‘heroic’ were heroes such as Hercules?  How does a society with many gods set 
its moral compass? 

 Read ancient Greek and Roman sources (in translation) such as The Iliad, The Odyssey, The Aeneid, 
Metamorphoses. 

 Listen to podcasts about Classical subjects (e.g. BBC Radio 4’s In Our Time has some relevant 
subjects such as The Iliad, The Odyssey, Metamorphosis, The Bronze Age Collapse, The Age of 
Augustus and the Greek Myths). 

 Plan a ‘round Europe’ trip to ancient Greek and Roman sites – what would you include and why? 

 Take a virtual tour of key sites (Parthenon, Ara Pacis, etc.) and ask them to describe what you are 
seeing and how it has been interpreted. 

 


