
NURSERY



Welcome
We offer happy and stimulating experiences with 
excellent staff in a beautiful and engaging learning 
environment. There are very few places as beautiful 
as the grounds of our Victorian manor house, 
where your child will enjoy the excitement of 
learning through a range of enriching opportunities.

We would be delighted to welcome you to the Nursery, so you can 
experience how the children learn and play together. We provide 
regular opportunities for our parents to join in through our seasonal 
activity mornings, summer garden party and annual Guide Dog 
sponsored walk throughout the course of the year.

Our Early Years and Nursery were inspected by the Independent 
Schools Inspectorate in 2010, 2014 and 2017. We are very proud to 
report that the Early Years provision was rated as outstanding in all 
four areas.

We look forward to welcoming you to the Sherfield Nursery.

 

Sandra Battershall 
Head of Nursery 
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A Place to Grow
From the very first day at the Sherfield Nursery, we 
ensure a nurturing setting that helps pupils thrive 
and flourish as they embrace the excitement and 
enjoyment of the Sherfield experience.

The home-like setting provides a safe and secure environment for 
day-to-day activities.

The Nursery curriculum is based on the Early Years Foundation  
Stage framework which includes the following areas of learning  
and development that shape the educational programmes in the 
Early Years settings. 

These prime areas are:

• Communication and language

• Physical development

• Personal, social and emotional development

• Reception pupils learn independent thinking

They are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm 
for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships 
and thrive. 

Reception pupils learn independent thinking and all Sherfield children are 
encouraged to practice skills taught by adults in child-initiated learning.

Staff ensure that children from 
the earliest age are equipped 
with excellent learning skills.
ISI, 2017
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Learning and 
Development
The Nursery supports children in four specific 
areas, through which the prime areas are 
strengthened and applied.

 These specific areas are:

• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding the World

• Expressive Arts and Design

This framework not only provides guidelines for standards 
for learning and development, but also sets a framework for 
partnership between professionals and parents. 

This Early Years curriculum is enhanced by our own curriculum 
which also includes the following bespoke programmes:

• Stretch and Learn 

• World Languages

• Write Dance

Children enjoy our 
separate garden area 
and outdoor classroom.
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Nurturing 
Confidence
Our youngest children enjoy an encouraging and caring 
learning environment with our Nursery School staff, 
whereby all Nursery and Pre-Reception children have 
someone designated to help them settle in, creating 
strong and long-lasting partnerships with parents.

The learning environment in the Nursery is carefully planned for every 
stage of your child’s development and capacity for learning. All of our 
children are encouraged to learn through their play and real experiences.

CATERPILLARS AND LADYBIRDS
The youngest children in our popular Caterpillars baby room 
(3–20 months) and Ladybirds room (20–26 months) enjoy a warm, 
welcoming, family setting. They revel in a wealth of stimulating activities 
as they learn through play and develop their social skills. The Nursery 
garden has a superb range of outdoor equipment and with frequent walks 
and outdoor activities, the children experience nature and enjoy wildlife in 
Sherfield’s beautiful surroundings.

Our principle aim is to grow strong, 
self-assured and motivated pupils 
through the Sherfield experience.
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Supported School 
Environment 
At Sherfield, our pupils are given chances to make 
more choices which increases their confidence 
and communication. 

Regular visits to the school library, movement sessions in the dance studio 
and hands-on sessions with our Clever Touch Smart Boards ensure that 
children learn through play, in line with and supported by the Early Years 
Foundation Stage curriculum.

FIREFLIES AND BUTTERFLIES
Two to three year olds begin to develop their independence and confidence 
and our outstanding staff encourage children as their learning matures. 

The children will become accustomed to a more structured environment in 
preparation for their transition to our Pre-Reception class in the September 
following their third birthday, preparing them for moving on to “big” school. 

ISI reports have praised the excellent 
provision for our Early Years and rated them 
‘Outstanding’ in the last three ISI inspections.

Outstanding
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Leading 
Through 
Innovation 
PRE-RECEPTION
Children are welcomed in to Pre-Reception the September after 
their third birthday.

Sherfield Pre-Reception gives children an introduction to school 
routine. They have exciting timetabled and age-appropriate 
activities such as library visits and choosing a book to take home.

Children also enjoy PE lessons, yoga, languages, Clever Touch 
boards, outdoor play and regular walks. Annual summer and 
Christmas performances in our Pre-Reception and Reception 
classes are the highlight of the year for many parents.
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Wrap-around 
Care
The Nursery and Pre-Reception classes are open for 
48 weeks of the year, from 7.30am–6pm.

When you register for Nursery or Pre-Reception, there is a choice of 
48 weeks attendance or term time only attendance. 

Any ad-hoc sessions required for your child during the holiday periods may 
be booked, subject to availability, with a variety of hours to choose from.

Lizzy loves to come to 
school. She is excited about 
the lessons and thoroughly 
enjoys her days at Sherfield.
PARENT, JULY 2019
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Sherfield School, Sherfield-on-Loddon, Hook, Hampshire RG27 0HU

  + 44 (0) 1256 884 800      sherfieldschool.co.uk

Leading co-educational independent day  
and boarding school for children aged  
3 months to 18 years


