
JUNIOR PREP



Welcome
Welcome to the Junior Prep phase. Our Junior Prep School 
provides a happy and enjoyable introduction to school life, 
where the curriculum is experienced through a range of 
well‑planned, focussed activities and structured play. 

The Junior prep phase explores the journey from Pre‑Reception through to the 
end of Year 4. This includes the Early Years Foundation stage (Pre‑Reception and 
Reception), Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and Year 2) and the first two years of Key Stage 2 
(Year 3 and Year 4).  Relationships are so important particularly as children embark 
on the beginning of their individual educational journeys. Experience has shown 
us that much closer working relationships with staff and children through the 
Junior Prep phase provides a positive and smooth transition from Early Years in 
to primary education.

In Junior Prep, children follow a broad and balanced academic curriculum 
developing their key literacy and numeracy skills whilst they experience the 
excitement and enjoyment of learning. During this phase, teachers identify and 
promote each pupil’s strengths and develop targeted support so that each and 
every child makes exceptional progress in their learning. As children progress 
through the Junior Prep phase they build on key skills and concepts developing 
the foundations of learning which will enable them to be innovative and creative 
learners in the future.

These years are exceptionally important as the children grow tremendously in 
independence, which in turn leads to greater confidence and self‑esteem. By the 
time they leave Year 4, the children are ready for the challenges of a Senior Prep 
curriculum, which will again afford many opportunities for them to develop as 
learners and young people.

Our philosophy in the Junior Prep phase is that children thrive and flourish 
when they are happy and confident learners developing strong and purposeful 
relationships with each other, and with the teachers who support a facilitate 
their development.

Berna Bouwer 
Head of Junior Prep
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Confidence 
and Creativity
Many of our children at Sherfield have exceeded 
the Early Years learning goals before the end 
of their Reception year, progressing from the 
Foundation Stage into the National Curriculum.

We offer an increasing range of subjects including World 
Languages, Music and ICT programmes into the younger Junior 
Prep years, so that all our children are ready to pave new paths 
and encourage inventiveness by the time they have reached the 
end of Year 2.

Sherfield is a close‑knit community that has built a powerful 
culture of creativity that is without boundaries. Our teachers 
have high expectations and provide opportunities for everyone 
to develop their leadership and Maths and English skills in 
preparation for the next stage of their education.

From Year 3, children work towards academic, artistic and 
sporting success in a progressively structured environment. 
Emerging talents and interests are fostered, with lessons taught 
by specialist teachers enabling the pupils to make full use of 
Sherfield’s facilities, including the ICT suites, art and drama 
studios, science laboratories and sports amenities. 

Topics, educational visits and cross‑curricular themes provide 
an excellent means of reinforcing skills and understanding as 
children progress towards Senior Prep.

Lizzy has learnt so much about herself and 
friendship this year. She has become more resilient 
and more confident in what she believes. I feel the 
school works hard to empower the children to solve 
their own problems.
PARENT, JULY 2019
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Pastoral 
Support
The Junior School has a balanced curriculum 
where children also benefit from our specialist 
teaching in key subjects such as languages, ICT 
and the Arts.

At the same time the pastoral provision is exceptionally high as 
they are very much under the wing of a form teacher who liaises 
with the specialist teachers to ensure that communication and 
provision are excellent.

During the Prep School years, we place great emphasis 
at Sherfield on personal development with the support of 
pastoral care and house systems in preparation for transition 
to Senior School. 

Our tutor is great 
and we keep in touch 
regularly regarding my 
son’s matters.
PARENT, JULY 2019
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Personalised 
Learning
PRE-PREP
As the results of our pupil and parent surveys show, our Pre‑Prep 
school is vibrant and stimulating, thriving in a dedicated area 
of the school with separate gardens, play and outdoor learning 
areas as well as impressive ICT facilities. Our children are 
taught in small class sizes which allow for exciting and varied 
experiences, with outdoor learning in our beautiful grounds plus 
weekly specialist teaching in foreign languages, the Arts, PE 
and Music. Enthusing trips are undertaken to support learning, 
including visiting the Isle of Wight.

The subjects taught by specialist Sherfield teachers are:

• Art

• Computing

• Design & Technology

• Drama

• English

• Geography

• History

• Maths

• Modern Foreign Languages

• Music

• Physical Education

• PSHE

• Religious Education

• Science

• SportsOur daughter started in nursery and went through 
to Prep. Sherfield really helped guide our daughter, 
giving her the confidence to meet the challenges of 
a new school head on – and with smiles.
PARENT, GSG REVIEW 2019
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In Partnership 
with Parents
At Sherfield, we value and aim to develop strong 
partnerships with parents to allow us to promote 
the highest standards of personal development 
and achievement.

Academic success is encouraged and acknowledged, and the work is 
differentiated to ensure that your child progresses through successful 
steps. At the same time, there are other qualities such as kindness, good 
manners and respect that are highly valued, which is a focus that we 
share with parents. 

From Year 1, all the children are placed into houses where the emphasis 
changes from focusing on individual success to collaborative success 
and achievement. Then from Year 3, all the children will experience, for 
the first time, playing as members of a team against other schools. The 
members of the PE and games staff have an inclusive approach to the 
teams and every opportunity is taken to develop a team attitude.

These partnerships are further supported by a vast and stimulating range 
of extra‑curricular activities (such as cooking, archery, crafts etc.) that 
focus on developing the leadership skills required to enhance and grow 
our pupils with the Sherfield experience.

I think there have been age appropriate 
responsibilities given to the children every year, 
helping to prepare them for later life. I feel we work 
in partnership with the school, helping to develop our 
children into young adults with strong core values.
PARENT, JULY 2019

Teaching in small class sizes 
helps to develop a personalised 
learning journey for each child.
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Sherfield School, Sherfield-on-Loddon, Hook, Hampshire RG27 0HU

  + 44 (0) 1256 884 800      sherfieldschool.co.uk

Leading co-educational independent day  
and boarding school for children aged  
3 months to 18 years


